
USDA’s Center for
Epidemiology and
Animal Health
Releases Outlook
Findings for 2003
West Nile Virus in
Equids Throughout
the United States

The outlook for West Nile Virus in Equids during 2003
varies regionally, according to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Center for Epidemiology and Animal
Health, a part of USDA’s Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service Veterinary Services program.

The outlook report indicates that fewer West Nile
Virus equine cases will occur in the Northeast region
during 2003 than occurred in 2002. Numbers in the
Southern region may decrease, although there still
will be a significant number of cases. In the Central
region, case numbers should approximate those of
the previous year. Since this is the first year West
Nile Virus will likely appear in many areas of the
Western region, unvaccinated equids will be highly
susceptible and significant numbers of cases are
expected in that region.

The outlook discusses factors that influence the
viral threat to equids and resistance of the equids to
the disease. Furthermore, it discusses two main fac-
tors that influence the occurrence of WNV in a given
population of equids: the existence of mosquitoes
carrying the virus and the presence of susceptible
equids in geographic proximity to mosquitoes.

Additionally, the following topics are discussed:
• Mosquito/bird cycles;
• Mosquito abundance;
• WNV vaccine;
• Mosquito mitigation; and
• Outlook for 2003 by region.

To receive further information on the 2003 
outlook for WNV in equids, visit VS’ Web site at:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs.

Note to Stakeholders: Stakeholder announcements
and other APHIS information are available on the
Internet. Access the APHIS home page by pointing
your Web browser to
http://www.aphis.usda.gov and clicking on the “News”
button. For additional information on this topic, 
contact Teresa Howes (970) 494–7410 or send an 
e-mail to teresa.k.howes@aphis.usda.gov.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orienta-
tion, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720–2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Room 326–W, Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250–9410 or call
(202) 720–5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.


